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amount of which is stated with the ap-
plication form, must accompany each
request for a replacement permit.

[67 FR 56518, Nov. 30, 1992, as amended at 59
FR 53119, Oct. 21, 1994; 60 FR 41830, Aug. 14,
1995; 69 FR 18803, Apr. 9, 2004; 76 FR 175490,
Dec. 2, 2011]

§640.5 Recordkeeping and reporting.
[Reserved]

§640.6 Vessel and gear identification.

(a) EEZ off Florida. (1) An owner or
operator of a vessel that is used to har-
vest spiny lobster by traps in the EEZ
off Florida must comply with the ves-
sel and gear identification require-
ments specified in sections
379.367(2)(a)l and 379.367(3), Florida
Statutes, in effect as of July 1, 2009 and
in Rule 68B-24.006(3), (4), and (5), Flor-
ida Administrative Code, in effect as of
July 1, 2008 (incorporated by reference,
see §640.29).

(2) An owner or operator of a vessel
that is used to harvest spiny lobsters
by diving in the EEZ off Florida must
comply with the vessel identification
requirements applicable to the har-
vesting of spiny lobsters by diving in
Florida’s waters in Rule 68B-24.006(6),
Florida Administrative Code, in effect
as of July 1, 2008 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see §640.29).

(b) EEZ other than off Florida. (1) The
owner or operator of a vessel that is
used to harvest spiny lobsters in the
EEZ other than off Florida, must meet
the following vessel and gear identi-
fication requirements:

(i) The vessel’s Florida crawfish li-
cense or trap number or, if not licensed
by Florida, the vessel’s Federal vessel
permit number must be permanently
and conspicuously displayed hori-
zontally on the uppermost structural
portion of the vessel in numbers at
least 10 inches (25.4 cm) high so as to be
readily identifiable from the air and
water;

(ii) If the vessel uses spiny lobster
traps in the EEZ, other than off Flor-
ida—

(A) The vessel’s color code, as as-
signed by Florida or, if a color code has
not been assigned by Florida, as as-
signed by the Regional Administrator,
must be permanently and conspicu-
ously displayed above the number spec-
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ified in paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this sec-
tion so as to be readily identifiable
from the air and water, such color code
being in the form of a circle at least 20
inches (560.8 cm) in diameter on a back-
ground of colors contrasting to those
contained in the assigned color code;

(B) A buoy or timed-release buoy of
such strength and buoyancy to float
must be attached to each spiny lobster
trap or at each end of a string of traps;

(C) A buoy used to mark spiny lob-
ster traps must bear the vessel’s as-
signed color code and be of such color,
hue, and brilliancy as to be easily dis-
tinguished, seen, and located;

(D) A buoy used to mark spiny lob-
ster traps must bear the vessel’s Flor-
ida crawfish license or trap number or,
if not licensed by Florida, the vessel’s
Federal vessel permit number in num-
bers at least 2 inches (5.08 cm) high;
and

(E) A spiny lobster trap must bear
the vessel’s Florida crawfish license or
trap number or, if not licensed by Flor-
ida, the vessel’s Federal vessel permit
number permanently and legibly af-
fixed.

(2) A spiny lobster trap in the EEZ,
other than off Florida, will be pre-
sumed to be the property of the most
recently documented owner. Upon the
sale or transfer of a spiny lobster trap
used in the EEZ, other than off Flor-
ida, within 5 days of acquiring owner-
ship, the person acquiring ownership
must notify the Florida Division of
Law Enforcement of the Department of
Environmental Protection, for a trap
that bears a Florida crawfish license or
trap number, or the Regional Adminis-
trator, for a trap that bears a Federal
vessel permit number, as to the num-
ber of traps purchased, the vendor, and
the crawfish license or trap number, or
Federal vessel permit number, cur-
rently displayed on the traps, and must
request issuance of a crawfish license
or trap number, or Federal vessel per-
mit, if the acquiring owner does not
possess such license or trap number or
permit.

(c) Unmarked traps and buoys. An un-
marked spiny lobster trap or buoy in
the EEZ is illegal gear.

(1) EEZ off Florida. Such trap or buoy,
and any connecting lines, during times
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